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Abstract

The present research was conducted under the title "Investigation of the effect of
virtual space on the religious identity of students, a case study of the second
secondary students of Zabul city", in 2023. This research sought to investigate
the effect of virtual space on religious identity among secondary school students
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in Zabul city, and in this regard, some other factors that affect religious identity
have been identified and their effectiveness has been determined. The theoretical
framework of the research was inspired by theories related to identity such as
Stewart Hall, Peter Berger, Castells and theories related to virtual space such as
highlighting and planting theories. The research method in this research was a
survey and the data collection tool was a questionnaire. The validity of the
instrument was determined by the formal method and its reliability was
determined by Cronbach's alpha. 341 secondary school students were randomly
selected as a sample, and the questionnaire was given to them. The results showed
that the main hypothesis of the research, which states the relationship between
the virtual space variable and religious identity, is not meaningful. In examining
the relationship between contextual variables and religious identity, the results
showed that the relationship between gender and religious identity of students
was not statistically significant Also, examining the relationship between the
duration of familiarity with the Internet and religious identity was not significant,
but the relationship between the type of use of the Internet and the religious
identity of students is significant.

Key words: religious identity, virtual space, Internet, type of Internet use, Zabul
city.
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